THE WORLD OF SPECIAL NEEDS

Disability-Friendly Attractions

Autism-Friendly
Attractions

» Walt Disney World: Several
quiet areas, and offers the
disability access service at all
four parks on Disney property.

» Legoland Florida Resort and
Peppa Pig Theme Park: CAC cer-
tified, provide Sensory Guides
throughout the park.

« Aquatica: CAC certified as well
as Discovery Cove

» Gatorland: Outdoor attraction
that has several quiet areas
for guest relaxation. Home to
the Gator Gauntlet, the only
wheelchair accessible zipline
in Central Florida.

* Lake Eola Park, Harry P. Leu
Gardens and Serenity Garden
at Wekiwa Springs State Park

« Crayola Experience: Offers Sen-
sory Sundays including dimmed
lights, music off and a quiet
room. See Ad on Page 25

« Kennedy Space Center: Accom-
modations for people with
mobility, cognitive, visual and
auditory impairments.

 SEALIFE Orlando at ICON Park:
KultureCity Certified and
equipped with sensory bags
and signage.

 SENSES Park: An all-inclusive
playground located in Osceola
County that caters to children
on the autism spectrum and
is both certified as CAC and by
KultureCity.

+ Central Florida Zoo & Botanical
Gardens: A KultureCity Certified
outdoor attraction offering a
single-morning quarterly Sen-
sory Safari education program,
designed for kids of varying
abilities ages 5-12.

« Kia Center: The first NBA arena
in Florida to be certified by
KultureCity as Sensory Inclu-
sive, meeting sensory process-
ing needs for those families
who want to attend an Orlan-

Members of the disability
community can find joy
though having fun while
visiting many of Central
Florida attractions, parks
and amusements. Numer-
ous attractions and venues
offer accommodations to
those with physical disabil-
ities as well as those with cognitive disabilities.
Attractions can qualify and earn certifications
such as a Certified Autism Center (CAC) or Senso-
ry Inclusive by KultureCity. Accreditation by the
International Board of Credentialing and Con-
tinuing Education Standards (IBCCES) or KultureCity
certifies that staff and team members have
undergone comprehensive training and certifi-
cation in sensory, environmental and emotion-
al awareness. Many will provide sensory bags,
noise-canceling headphones and fidget toys to
enhance the experience for all.
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do Magic, Orlando Solar Bears
or concert event.

« The Dr. Phillips Center for the
Performing Arts: CAC designa-
tion and offers sensory friendly
shows, classes and camps.

« Urban Air Trampoline Park: A
sensory-friendly experience
with refreshments, arts and
crafts, displays, interactions and
giveaways from local special
needs-focused organizations.

« Orlando Museum of Art: Cre-
ative Connections program
on selected Sundays connects
developmental and learning
disabilities as well as autism
spectrum visitors with art and
the world around them.

« Universal Orlando Resort: De-
tailed sensory guides are avail-
able for guests with cognitive
disabilities.

« Orlando Family Stage (formerly
Orlando Repertory Theatre):
Sensory-friendly performances
each season accommodations
include: lowered sounds and
lights and quiet rooms.

« Brevard Zoo: Sensory guides
available for guests and various
technologies available such
as weighted laptop pads and
noise -canceling headphones.

Other local
autism-friendly
accommodations

* DoubleTree by Hilton Orlando
at SeaWorld, Fairfield Inn&
Suites and the SpringHill Suites:
Designated CAC resorts,

 JW Marriott Orlando Bonnet
Creek Resort and Spa: A Sensory
Calming Center, located in the
kid’s conservatory lounge.

« Villakey: Orlando-based vaca-
tion rental company that offers
autism-friendly home rentals.
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